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probable the evil effects, if any, 
proceed no further, for it is notorious, 
that many persons, remarkable tor 
longevity, have regularly .drank tea. 

A late author says, it has a ten- 
dency to preclude the more preva- 
lent, and certainly more mischie- 
vous and malignant passion, for vi- 
nous or spirituous stimulation. I 
believe there is some truth in the 
above observation, as 1. never have 
known drunkards much attached to 
its charms — for charms it has as well 
as the bottle, and I believe it will 
be generally acknowledged, of a 
much more innocent kind. 

B-Clare. S.S. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MANAGING 
COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF RE- 
COVERY, AND FEVER HOSPITAL, IN 
CORK-STREET, DUBLIN, FOR THE 
YEAR ENDING THE 4TH JANUARY, 
1812. 

r T'HE Committee have now to lay 
•*■ before the Subscribers and the 
public, the state of the Hospital, 
and its accounts for the year ending 
4th January, 1812. It will appear, 
from a comparison between this 
statement, and that for the preced- 
ing year, that the admissions have 
been 296 less in the past year than 
in the former oue, though many 
more than they were prior to the 
great extension of disease that oc- 
curred in the summer of 1810, and 
which was noticed in their last re- 
port. The great increase of expence 
remains in consequence of the de- 
mands for admissions to the hospital 
continuing, and the expenditure 
will be found to exceed the income 
by the sum of aE 806 15s. 9d., part 
of which being for completing new 
buildings, may not be expected soon 
to recur, and it is hoped the income 
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will be so increased as to meet the 
deficiency. 

The committee think it advisable 
to repeat, that no recommendation 
is necessary, to entitle to admission, 
but applications for admission must 
be left at the letter-box, at the east- 
ern entrance to the hospital, before 
half-past nine o'clock in the morn- 
ing, in order that the applicants may 
be visited by the extern physician, 
in such time, as that those whose 
diseases are ascertained to be fit for 
admission, may be brought to the 
hospital on that day. It is the rule 
of the house, that no patient can 
be admitted until visited by one of 
the physicians of the hospital, nor 
in any other manner, than in the 
hospital carriage, which is on 
springs, and the patients are placed 
therein, on a bed, in a recumbent 
posture. 

Cork-street, 30th January, 1812. 

Admitted, from 14th May 1804, to 
4th January, 1812, inclusiv i, -9193 
Discharged, cured, - 8389 
Died, ------ 74Q 

Remain in Hospital, Sth 
January, 1812, - - 66 

9195 



In the Hospital, 5th January, 1811 38 
Admitted, from 5th January, 1811, 
to 4th January, 1812, inclusive, • 1478 



1516 



Discharged, cured,- - 1337 

Died, v - H3 

Remain in Hospital, 5th 

January, 1812, - • .66 

151S 



MEDICAL REPORT. 

The existence of febrile conta- 
gion, and the susceptibility of almost 
all mankimd, if placed within its 
sphere of action, to be atiected by its 
baleful influence, being no longer 
B 
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questioned by any person who has 
sufficiently considered the subject, 
it might be justly deemed superflu- 
ous lo oiler in this, the seventh an- 
nual Medical Keport from the Fever 
Hospital and House of Recovery, 
any argument in proof of the utili- 
ty and necessity of that establish- 
ment ; besides the simple statement, 
that it has in less than eii<bt years, 
received into its wards 9177 persons* 
in contagious fever, from situations 
most favourable to the indefinite 
extension of infection, where often, 
to complete the sad catalogue of the 
accompaniments of indigence, the 
anxious parent, the only support of 
a numerons family, oppressed by 
over exertion, sickens first, and de- 
bility and dejection being power- 
fully predisposing causes, the grow- 
ing distemper seizes all around in 
rapid succession. 

Previous, however, to entering on 
an account of the occurrences of the 
hospital in the past year, in continu- 
ance of the plan of the former re- 
ports, it may be useful to advert 
briefly to such of the properties of 
contagion, as may assist to explain 
jiow our system of prevention* pro- 
duces its effects, and to point out 
how it is rendered less efficacious by 
causes which it cannot remedy, and 
perhaps may lead to other useful ap- 
plications. 

The opinion that human effluvia 
can propagate fever, only at very 
short distances from the bodv of the 



* A large proportion of those persons 
were affected with other diseases besides 
fever : of which diseases, those ot the 
lungs and liver were most frequent ; but 
these reports being tor the public in ge- 
neral, and on a* particular disease, pre- 
clude minute detail of such combinations ; 
it is in contemplation, however, to take 
advantage of the numerous aiid important 
facts our registered cases contain, in a 
future publication, more purely medi- 
cal. 



infected person, has been ably advo- 
cated by Dr. Haygarth, one of the 
most accurate and successful inves- 
tigators of the laws of contagion ; 
and he has supported it by such a 
well arranged series of evidence, 
that little doubt of the fact can re- 
main. The principle, however, if 
well founded, is of so much practi- 
cal utility, that when testimony, 
serving to corroborate it, can be ob- 
tained, it should not be withheld 
from publicity ; as such the follow- 
ing statement is given, that though 
a large proportion of the persons ill of 
fever who apply, reside in houses 
in which there are many distinct 
families, separaied only by slight 
partitions, with stair cajses common, 
to all; and though it has been an 
object of the reporter's attention and 
inquiry since the hospital opened, 
if infection was communicated to 
the inmates of the adjacent apart- 
ments, no instance of it has occurred 
to him, or to any of his colleagues 
with whom he has conversed on the 
subject, except where direct expo- 
sure to the miasmata, arising either 
from the body of the sick person, 
or the clothes which were some time 
in contact with it could be traced. 

The practical inference from this 
law of infection may enable the vi- 
sitors of the sick to perform their 
respective duties with safety to their 
own persons ; and in its cautious ap- 
plication to the arrangements neces- 
sary to check the progress of fever 
in large families, public schools, and 
work-houses, may prevent much un- 
necessary alarm to the healthy, ami 
much distress which the sick would 
otherwise sutler by removal to a dis- 
tance. 

Another property of contagion of 
no less importance, though not equal- 
ly understood, is, that when first 
generated, whether from ill venti- 
lated and crowded habitations, where 
persons are kept for a long time with- 
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out the advantages bf open air, as in 
prisons ami holds of ships; or from 
putrifyiog collections of animal and 
vegetable matter, it is in its nascent 
state capable of acting in very 
extensive space, of which also the 
extern duty of the physicians of our 
Hopital affords nu nerous proofs, as 
they frequently see many families 
in distinct buildings, and confined 
situations, attacked for several 
months successively with the same 
symptoms of feveri of which some 
rreighbourinsr collection of filth is ge- 
nerally found to be tHe common 
origin. Similar observations have 
been made in large old houses inha- 
bited by many families; where the 
depot for every nuisance was near- 
ly in the centre, so that the putri- 
fying vapour pervaded all the dwell- 
ing. 

The practical conclusions from 
these facts, Will assist to direct that 
general co-operation with us, of a 



well arranged medical police, which 
is necessary to give our system full 
efficacy, and whilst it model ates the 
ardent expectations of the philan- 
thropist, it will correct the cooler 
calculations of the political econo- 
mist on the effect of our system of 
prevention alone, by pointing out 
to him the causes which obstruct 
it. 

In turning to the occurrences of 
the hospital for the past year, the 
most striking and satisfactory which 
our registry presents, is the very 
great reduction in the list of patients 
received, and also of those previous- 
ly ill in the apartments of the sick, 
Which wiH appear in the subjoined 
table, id which is given a compara- 
tive view of the last three years, 
during which only; the establish- 
ment embraced the whole city, and 
may assist any reasoning applied to 
the subject. 



Years. 


Total No. of 
Patients. 


Contagious 
Fevers. 


Scarlatina. 


No 
previously ill. 


1809 
1810 

181 1 


105-2 
1774 
1471 


1030' 
1750 
1470 


IS 

18 
1 


226 

1004 

28.5 



It is probable, that We have not 
yet sufficient data, to enable us to 
account satisfactorily for the extra- 
ordinary increase of febrile pa- 
tients, which appeared in the year 
1810, nor the very great reduction 
exhibited by the table in the subse- 
quent year; the consideration of the 
following circumstances will, how- 
ever, assist us to form more just con- 
clusions than we otherwise could, 
from the mere numerical statement ; 
first, that the growing notoriety 
of the House of Recovery, as well 
as the increasing confidence of the 
people, especially on the northern 
side of the Liffey, to which it had 



recently extended, must have had 
consider tble influence in producing 
the increase df applications in the 
year 1810; and secondly, that this 
Caiise still continued; though in a 
lessening degree, in the year 1811; 
and a much greater number oi per- 
sons ill of fever, were brought into 
the Hospital from remote parts of the 
country this year, than evtr known 
at any former period,* and thai, but 

* It appears, that the number of per- 
sons brought from the country directly, 
and entered in our registry, under the de- 
nomination of itinerants, amounted to 98 ; 
it is probable, however, that this number 
Would have been much greater, but that 
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for these causes the reduction in the 
past year would have appeared much 
greater than is expressed by the 
numbers given in the table. 

Having premised thus far, it may 
be fairly inferred, that whatever 
were the causes of the great excess 
of fever in the year ISIO, above 
other years, whether that the sources 
of infection under some peculiar 
circumstances were more abundant, 
or that the excessive use of spirituous 
liquors gave greater susceptibility to 
the poor, or that both causes com- 
bined, it is manifest that our system 
of prevention still gives constant 
proofs of its steady progress to the 
attainment of its object. 



The proportion of males and fe- 
males admitted this year, is nearly 
the same, in which, from Dr. White- 
law's survey, they appear to exist in 
Dublin, a fact important in so far 
as it tends to prove, that women 
and men are equally susceptible of 
fever, and have equally availed 
themselves of the advantages of the 
charity. 

The mortality of this year, though 
less than in the two preceding, coin- 
cides very nearly as well with- the 
general proportion of deaths, since 
the hospital opened, as in the re- 
spective mortality of the sexes; this 
will be seen more satisfactorily in 
the following table. 





ADMITTED. 






DIED. 




Year. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Males, 


females. 


Total. 


1804 


188 


227 


415 


15, or 


14, or 


29, or 


1805 


474 


550 


1024 


1 in 13i 
40, or 


1 rn 13J 
27, or 


1 in 14 r », 
67, or 


1806 


592 


676 


127 1 


I in 11 J? 
65, or 


1 in 20| 
38, or 


t in 15£ 
103, or 


>S07 


505 


595 


1I0O 


1 in % 

55, or 


1 in I7££ 
37, or 


1 in 12,^ 
92, or 


1808 


512 


559 


1071 


1 in 9 T ' T 
53, or 


1 in 16 T ', 
43, or 


J in 1 Iff 

96, or 


1809 


461 


590 


1051 


1 in 9/ T 
41, or 


1 in 13 
42, or 


1 in IIJ 
83, or 


1810 


800 


974 


1774 


£ in rif 
71, or 


1 in 14{ 
83, or 


1 in I2|f 
154, or 


1811 


685 


786 


1471 


J in Hf? 
60, or 


55, or 


1 in I Iff 
115, or 


' 








1 in ll T s, 


1 in 14^* 


7 in I2jVt 


Total. 


4220 


4:^57 


9177 


400, or 
J in 10 j 


339, or 
r in 14| 


739, or 
1 in 22 § 



This table does not exhibit the mortality of fever, inasmuch as a 

large proportion of the deaths were 

hich 
re or 



■ ■ ' ■ . o f ■ "r* ••• «** **■ uiv uvaMi'3 i 

many got refuge fcr a short time in the caused by other diseases, w 

houses of their friends in Dublin, and were, either from their nature i> 

therefore were classed amongst the resi- long neglect, .incurable, before fe- 

4emsm the city. vef raper¥ened . some of ^ fect8 
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developed are, however, too remark- 
able to be passed unnoticed, though 
perhaps to offtJr any explanation of 
them might be premature. The 
variations observed in the mortality 
of different years, appears to be al- 
most entirely on the side of the fe- 
males, whilst in the other sex it is 
found much greater, and compara- 
tively uniform ; by comparing the 
years 1804 and 1805, with those of 
1809 and 1810, this will appear 
more obvious, showing, that as the 
proportion of admissions of females 
increased, that of the deaths dimi- 
nished. Besides the more temper- 
ate and less laborious habits of wo- 
men, it is probable, that their greater 
patience of mind, more pliant fibres, 
and above all, that provision which 
nature has made for them peculiarly, 
by v. hich any deviation from health 
is frequently corrected, may con- 
tribute to the great difference in 
mortality constantly observed among 
men and women. It may be added, 
that as simple fever, unattended by 
local affections, is more frequently 
observed in women than men, the 
mortality of fever might be taken 
from that of the former, with per- 
haps considerable accuracy. 

The effects of the season on the 
epidemic, and the consequent forms 
which it assumes, are in general 
very similar in every year, and as 
these have been very accurately 
portrayed in the preceding reports, 
the remarkable appearances alone in 
the fever of the present year will be 
noticed. 

In January we find the same ex- 
traordinary malignity which cha- 
racter-zed fever in the latter part 
of the preceding year, and mingling 
with those inflammatory affections 
of the lungt, which are always found 
prevalent amongst the laborious poor 
in the winter months, produced a 
most fatal form of epidemic, which, 
although not unusual in the hospital, 



had never been b*fore so frequent, 
and hence the extraordinary morta- 
lity of that period. The attack in 
general commenced with well mark- 
ed symptoms of acute inflammation 
of the lungs; sometimes attended with 
those marks of debility which denote 
the presence of typhus fever ; more 
frequently however this latter train 
of symptoms came on more insidi- 
ously on the third, fourth, or even 
so late as the eighth or ninth days ; 
on this" account, several of the pa- 
tients had been bled freely before 
admission to the hospital, having 
been supposed for several days to 
labour under pectoral inflammation 
only, but such symptoms were soon 
succeeded by consequences which 
rendered farther experiments with 
that remedy unjustifiable. On the 
other hand, the use of wine, or such 
remedies as would counteract the 
debility produced by typhus, was 
followed by almost immediate in- 
crease of the pectoral affections, and 
also of high delirium, perhaps the 
consequence of the obstruction given 
to the return of blood from the head 
by the diseased state of the lungs. 

Thus forced to give up those re- 
medies of established efficacy, in 
either of the diseases when distinct, 
which were now so unfortunately 
complicated, recourse was had to 
local blood-letting by cupping or 
leeches, gentie purgative, and sti- 
mulant expectorants ; and as the 
typhoid or inflammatory symptoms 
predominated, to vary the remedies; 
where the former prevailed, the re- 
porter has often seen the best effects 
from the use of barm or yeast ; a re- 
medy which he does not hesitate to 
recommend in a public report of this 
kind, as he never has seen any bad 
consequence from its use. 

Towards the middle of February, 
the formidable combination was near- 
ly dissolved ; the distinct mittiifica- 
tions of mflammotory and typhoid 
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symptoma admitting of the free ap- 
plication of their appropriate reme- 
dies. And though contagion became 
mure active as the spring approach- 
ed, producing a greater increase of 
applications in March and April than 
had beesi ever known in any corres- 
ponding mouths, the epidemic was 
comparatively iniid. 

In Way and June, typhus srravior 
again prevailed, accompanied by 
distressing bilious complaints; large 
phlegmons were also frequently ob- 
served to form during fever or con- 
valescence, on different parts of the 
head, trunk, and extremities, a symp- 
tom which otten attends fevers of 
extraordinary maiieiiancy ; when 
these tumous disappeared without 
suppuration, considerable derange- 
ment of some vitai function frequent- 
ly followed, but a favourable crisis 
generally succeeded their matura- 
tion. 

During July, August, September 
and October, the fever was not mark- 
ed bv any occurrence requiring par- 
ticular notice ; but on the approach 
of winter, pectoral and bilious com- 
plaints, which are always at that 
season prevalent amongst the pour 
of the Liberties, combined with ty- 
phus in a degree almost as formida- 
ble as in the commencement of the 
year. Amongst its f ... : a 1 effects we 
have to deplore the death of Dr. G. 
L"e, a young physician, who, a short 
time before, had been appointed one 
of the temporary physicians of the 
hospital, and who is said to have 
supposed that he caught his last ill- 
ness by visiting a poor family,* ill 
of fever previous to their admission ; 
when, probably ardent in eontemp- 



* This family consisted of a man aid 
■wife, Who were both admitted into the 
hospital ; he was aged about 68 years, and 
she about 64 ; their symptoms were very 
iimilar, and of the worst typhoid type, ac- 
companied with severe pectoral and bili- 
ary affectioas ; recovery was long pro- 



lating the means of safety for ano- 
ther, he neglected those which might 
have secured his own; thus, in the 
last act of his life, giving an instance) 
of his zeal in the pursuit of useful 
knowledge, and of a benevolent, 
amiable disposition. 

It is very gratifying to observe 
that of all the nurses and servants 
employed at the hospital, but two 
persons were seized with fever in 
the course of this year, as it proves 
the efficacy of the regulations, es- 
tablished to render infection inactive, 
as well as the strict attention with 
which they have been observed, and 
to every thinking humane mind, it 
must aiiiird the purest satisfaction, 
that whilst these valuable persons 
employed in the operative part, en- 
joyed immunity from fever, as a con- 
sequent reward of the discbarge of 
their duty, they have also an incen- 
tive to future exertion. 

To those who notice these short 
but faithful annals, this year also 
exhibits accumulated evidence of 
the extensive efficacy of the institu- 
tion, in relieving the poor from a 
calamitv which overwhelms whole 
(amines, both with want, and inca- 
pability of exertion, and in oppos- 
ing the only certain barrier to its 
inroads on the affluent: Thus re- 
warding the benevolent intention on 
which it was originally founded, with 
complete success, and, like the ge- 
nuine quality of ■mercy, 
"It is twice blessed ; 
"It blesseth him that gives and Mm 
that takes." 

WILI.MM STOKER, M.D. 

For the Belfast monthly Magazine. 

LEADING POSITIONS, ENUNCIATING T8E 
HEI nCIPI.es or MANAGEMENT pi? 



tracted, he haying remained in the hospital 
40 days, and she 39, when they were di»- 
missed cured, 



